DR. PRTTCHARD KEVTSITED
about his wife's health, and would like another opinion. So
Dr. Cowan went to Glasgow on the yth, saw the lady, and
prescribed a mustard poultice and small quantities of cham-
pagne. On his return to Edinburgh next day he called on
Mrs. Taylor, urging her to go to Glasgow to nurse her
daughter, who, he considered, in so large and understaffed
a household, was not getting proper attention. The night he
left, Mrs. Pritchard had a second and more alarming attack
of cramp. At midnight the cook, hearing her cries, went up,
and found her in great agony. She said the Doctor had given
her chloroform, but she did not blame him. "I want to see
Dr. Gairdner/5 she cried; "fetch Dr. Gairdner P*1 Her
husband, who was in attendance, making no objection,
M'Leod was sent to summon Dr. Gairdner forthwith. When
between 12, and i a.m. that gentleman reached the house he
was met by Dr. Pritchard, who said the patient had for
some weeks suffered from inability to retain food. He, Dr*
Gairdner, had never seen her before; she was in a state of
violent mental excitement, with spasms of the hands. Her
husband expressed the opinion that it was a case of catalepsy;2
Dr, Gairdner saw that she was drunk, and said so. His
colleague then explained that Dr. Cowan had prescribed
stimulants; this Dr. Gairdner said was "very bad treat-
ment"; he forbade her being given any more until he saw
her again. He called next day, found her easier, and ordered
a simple diet, with no stimulants or medicine whatever.
Dr. Gairdner was a consulting physician; there was a doctor
in the house, and when that practitioner left for him a message
that Mrs. Pritchard was better and he need not call again,
his connection with the case ceased. But Dr. Gairdner was
not satisfied; he was puzzled by the case, which presented
no symptoms of gastric fever, offered by Pritchard as an
alternative diagnosis. So he wrote to die lady's brother,
Dr. Michael Taylor, Penrith, an old college friend, expressing
his doubts as to her treatment and strongly advising her
1 Dr., afterwards Sir, William Tennant Gairdner, K.C.B., then Professor of
Medicine in Glasgow University, and residing at No. 21 Blythswood Square.
* Dr. Gairdner, in cross-examination, admitted that Dr. Pritchard was not "a
model of accuracy, wisdom, and caution in applying names to things." Indeed, so
happy-go-lucky was his diagnosis of disease as to recall the schoolboy's rendering of
pax in bello : freedom from, indigestion; which-certainly was not the case with Mrs.
Pritchard.
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